Quail Valley Sewer Project

FACT SHEET
ABOUT

The Quail Valley community, located in the City of Menifee, has been under a moratorium by
the state of California since 2006. This state action has prohibited installation of septic tanks
and related construction.
Officials were responding to public health concerns due to wastewater from failing septic tanks
polluting local groundwater and surface areas, as well as downstream Canyon Lake. The Quail
Valley mass and leaching surface (that would normally absorb and percolate wastewater) was
inadequate to accommodate the volume of wastewater produced in the community.
City leaders worked to implement the Quail Valley Septic Tank Emergency Response Plan (QVERP)
and address septic tank flows that caused sewage to flow through yards and along streets. The Elsinore
Valley Municipal Water District (EVMWD), which controls Canyon Lake, also took steps to address this
urgent issue that could affect the drinking water source for the City of Canyon Lake.
The Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) moratorium on septic systems stated no new
septic systems could be installed in Quail Valley until two areas of the community receive sewer service. This
moratorium is not to be lifted until sewer service is provided to, at minimum, Subareas 4 and 9.

Sewer service is provided to Quail Valley by the Eastern Municipal Water District (EMWD). This District has been
working with other local and state agency partners to actively seek funding to install new sewer pipes and resolve
this problem.

SUBAREA 9 SEWER PROJECT
In 2018, EMWD began work to install a sewer line up Goetz Road and down portions of Vista Way, Casa Bonita Avenue,
Platino Drive, Datil Drive and La Cresta Way. The total $19.6 million cost for subarea 9-phase I provided more than 150
homes and 70+ vacant parcels with sewer connections fronting the properties. In addition to these completed sewer
connections, the new mainline up Goetz Road was built to accommodate all future flows from the Quail Valley region (not
just Subarea 9). This long-range planning maximizes funding and reduces the needs to return years later for additional
construction impacts to the community.
The City of Menifee provided funding, along with the State Water Resources Control Board, Santa Ana Watershed Project
Authority, Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board, EMWD and Brookfield Residential. City staff also supported
EMWD’s work to complete Phase I of this effort in the Summer of 2019. The grant funding EMWD received was enough to
cover the $8,800 sewer hookup fee for each of these homes and additional grants are being sought for continued sewer
infrastructure for the Quail Valley community. City funding included $200,000 for road paving to provide more than the
customary open trench paving, but to allow the contractor to pave the roads where work took place “curb to curb.”
EMWD is preparing for future sewer projects to serve Subarea 4, which includes
approximately 1,600 Quail Valley properties, homes and vacant parcels.

2020 UPDATE AND NEXT STEPS
TO LIFT THE MORATORIUM
During a January 16, 2020 special meeting of the Santa Ana Regional Water
Quality Control Board, the board unanimously voted to adopt an amendment to
“expand exemptions to the septic system prohibition of discharges from new
septic systems in Quail Valley.” Essentially, this means that an important step
has been taken to lift the moratorium in Quail Valley (subareas 1, 2, 3, 5, 6
and 8) “if certain conditions are met.” These conditions include that there is
no available sanitary sewer service to serve the parcel; and the system
meets the condition and requirements of (1) an applicable, approved
Local Area Management Program (LAMP), or (2) there is no applicable,
approved LAMP at the time the system is to be installed, Tier 1, of the

FAST FACTS
Subarea 9-Phase 1 Completion
2019
Subarea 9-Phase 1 Cost
$19.6 M
Total Sewer Project Estimate
$70 M
WQCB Hearing
April 7, 2020

MORE INFORMATION

(951) 672-6777

cityofmenifee.us

2020 UPDATE AND NEXT STEPS TO LIFT THE MORATORIUM
Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS) Policy. The prohibition of new septic
systems will remain for Subareas 4 and 9.
The California State Water Board will have the final vote to approve the State Board’s
amendment, followed by the Office of Administrative Law. This meeting is scheduled for
April 7, 2020. Any changes in this schedule will be posted at:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/#20200407
As EMWD and partner agencies continue to apply for and seek available funding to advance
installation of sewer service in these areas, we encourage you to stay informed and check for
updates with the agencies listed below.
If and when moratoriums are lifted, any construction, property additions and improvements will be
subject to ongoing regular application, reviews, inspections and maintenance as outlined below:
City of Menifee manages issuance of building permits:
https://cityofmenifee.us/328/Building-Safety-Permits
EMWD manages water/sewer connections for new construction and ongoing service:
https://www.emwd.org/emwd-construction-updates
County of Riverside manages septic structures, and will continue to inspect and approve
percolation or cite/enforce. Citations may be issued for tanks that do not pass inspection.
https://www.countyofriverside.us/Residents/PublicWorksServices.aspx
The Riverside County Local Area Management Program (LAMP) requires notification of any percolation testing to be
conducted in the County of Riverside. For a property in the Quail Valley area to be considered for an OWTS (a septic
system), all percolation testing is required to be observed by the state Department of Environmental Health (DEH) staff.
Without this required observation the percolation report will not be accepted. As part of the normal notification of a
pending percolation test in Quail Valley, applicants must inform the office below that this property is in Quail Valley and
request a specialist to be present.
More information about Percolation Testing and OWTS submittal in Quail Valley
https://rivcoeh.org/Groups/GroupActivity/Articles/ArtMID/581/ArticleID/10/
Percolation-Testing-and-OWTS-submittal-in-Quail-Valley

A map of Quail Valley
Sewer Study Areas can be seen at
https://tinyurl.com/QuailValleySubareaMap

CONTACT THESE AGENCIES FOR MORE DETAILS
For more information regarding Quail Valley septic tanks and sewer projects,
please see the following links below:
City of Menifee
http://www.cityofmenifee.us/99/Public-Works
Eastern Municipal Water District
https://www.emwd.org/emwd-construction-updates,
or call direct line: (951) 928-3777 ext. 4206
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Board
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/santaana/water_issues/programs/septic_tanks/quail_valley.html

PROJECT PARTNERS
EMWD (lead agency), RWQCB, County of Riverside and the City of Menifee are investing more than $16 million to
construct this project.

